2. Absolute                                .

Do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord, no matter what happens. Remember the great reward it brings you! Patient endurance is what you need now, so you will continue to do God's will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.  

Hebrews 10:35-36 (New Living) 

3. Total                                    .

Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 1 Corinthians 7:1-2 (New International) 

“Your marriage is more than a sacred covenant with another person.  It is a spiritual discipline designed to help you know God better, trust him more fully and love him more deeply.”  Gary Thomas, Sacred Marriage.

Going Deeper:
Make this message more personal as you do further study and consider how God wants to use this message to help you grow.

1. Read Matthew 19:1-12 where Jesus quotes Genesis 2.
a. What does this passage seem to say to single people?

b. What does it say about divorce?

c. How is it different or similar to Genesis 2?

2. Which of the 3 areas we talked about do you need the most growth in?

3. How can changing your focus from being happy to becoming holy improve your perspective?

4. How does can this message help someone with relationships other than marriage?
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Urban Marriage Legends we will deal with in this series:

Today:  
“God Created Marriage For Our Happiness”

8/29:

“All You Need Is Love!”

9/5:

“I’m Not Marrying Your Family, I’m Marrying You!”

9/12:

“What They Don’t Know Won’t Hurt Them”

9/19

“Love Means Never Having To Say Your Sorry!” 

926:

“Children Will Make Our Marriage Stronger!”

And the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a companion who will help him." So the Lord God formed from the soil every kind of animal and bird. He brought them to Adam to see what he would call them, and Adam chose a name for each one. He gave names to all the livestock, birds, and wild animals. But still there was no companion suitable for him. Genesis 2:18-20 (New Living)

So the Lord God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep. He took one of Adam's ribs and closed up the place from which he had taken it. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib and brought her to Adam. "At last!" Adam exclaimed… Genesis 2:21-23a (New Living) 

Some think Marriage was created for:

·                                        !

·                                        !

· To end                                    !

·                                        !

What if God designed marriage to make us                   more than to make us                       ?  

What if marriage is designed for our                   rather than 

our                          ? 

What if marriage is for our                            rather than just 

our                             ?

Marriage helps me to learn

                                 Consideration.

And the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a companion who will help him."  Genesis 2:18 (New Living)

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect… 1 Peter 3:7a (New International) 

Marriage helps me to learn

Unconditional                                   .

Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib and brought her to Adam. "At last!" Adam exclaimed. "She is part of my own flesh and bone! She will be called 'woman,' because she was taken out of a man."  Genesis 2:22-23 (New Living)

My dear friends, we must love each other. Love comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows that we have been given new life. We are now God's children, and we know him. God is love, and anyone who doesn't love others has never known him. 1 John 4:7-8 (Contemporary English) 

Marriage helps me to learn

Unwavering                                .

This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.  Genesis 2:24 (New Living) 

Three Keys To Marriage Commitment:

1. Quick                                   .

Be gentle with one another, sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you.  Ephesians 4:32 (Message) 

